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Fighting SUS Learning Resource 


Martha Osamor Oral History 




Martha’s illustrated story focuses on the moment she came together with other women to form the United Black Women’s Action Group (UBWAG).  Facilitators can use Martha’s story as a starting point to discuss issues in the local community, discuss political campaigning, writing for different audiences or to start a campaign in their own youth service / school / college / community centre. 

Activity Ideas

1 Community Action 

Martha’s experience centred around talking to people in her community and identifying issues they wanted to change.  Use Martha’s story as a stimulus for participants to plan their own action group.  This can begin with a class survey or community walk around the local area, in which groups identify their own issues around which they wish to take action. Based on this the group would create a campaign around this local issue. 

In its training manual, the youth organization Youth Act identifies the following steps to successful action: 

Steps to Success

1.	Identify your issue. What is the problem that needs to be addressed? How do you know it is a problem? Can something be put in place to address this issue?
2.	Set a goal. What will your action try to achieve? How will your community be improved if this is achieved?
3.	Identify decision makers. Who are the people with the power to change things that you need to convince?
4.	Become an expert. Research the facts about your issue. Collect information and statistics to support your position. Monitor the media, search the internet, use the library and interview people in the community. Learn both/all sides of the issue.
5.	Create a resource pool. What resources do you have? What skills do the team bring to the planning table? What organisations may be willing to donate space, food etc?
6.	Plan for success. What will you do first, second etc? Who will be responsible for what? How will you know you have been successful?
7.	Recruit allies. Are other people and organisations are already working on your issue? Recruit people affected by your problem and others who may benefit from the change you hope to make.
8.	Identify roadblocks. Who are your opponents and why would they be against what you want to do? Who will be their allies? What strategies might they use?
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.	Work the media. Seek to explain your issue in a convincing 15-second soundbite. Practise being interviewed.

Once the group has planned and created their own campaign this can be shared with the wider community, school or college through presentations, assemblies or poster exhibitions. 

2 British Political System 

Martha describes different ways of affecting change in her story.  Facilitators can use the case of her campaign as a starting point to investigate the British Political system using resources from the Parliament education service.  Martha’s recent appointment to the House of Lords can be a starting point for discussion of the two houses of British government and potential debates about the House of Lords function in British democracy.  

Footage of Martha’s introduction to the Lords can be found here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-46445230/baroness-osamor-joins-the-house-of-lords

3 Writing for different audiences

In order to have impact, Martha and her group wrote a manifesto of their ideas and then contacted other local groups and individuals of influence to raise awareness.  This section of Martha’s story can be used to support literacy and writing skills. 

Once they have selected their topic, ask the group to identify as many different audiences as they can, how would they write differently to these groups, what language would they use to ensure they were understood.  Groups then write a letter (or create posters or flyers) which would address different audiences – for example: the head teacher, another young person, the local MP – to demonstrate different writing styles.  The group then compares their letters to reflect on the different styles they have adopted. 


Additional Activity Ideas

1.	Writing / description skills 

· Students write a poem based on Martha’s experience or their own.

· Giving students only the first page of Martha’s story, have them predict and write, or draw, what happens next and why. 

· Using Martha’s story as a stimulus / model students describe an experience they have had or a different event in history then create their own comic strip narrative.  Student discuss the strengths and shortcomings of using comics to convey oral testimony / historical events.

· Explore what other creative ways can there be to convey the content of an oral interview? (For example, through posters, other visuals, dramatic reenactment, storytelling, film, etc)

2.	Oracy Skills

· Using Martha’s story as a stimulus / model students discuss the speech in the comic "what did Martha say?" 

· Use her interview as a springboard for them to conduct their own interviews within family and community, perhaps around similar or divergent issues. 

3.	Emotional Awareness

· Brainstorm/discuss the language we use around feelings. Does any of this language apply to Martha’s context? Ask students, “How did Martha feel / How did the other women feel during their conversation? / How do we know?” 

· Looking at the facial expressions in the comic strip, discuss which expressions show different emotions and how. Can we tell how characters are feeling from their facial expressions? Why/why not?

4.	Discussion / Citizenship / PSHE

· Choose one of the moments in Martha’s story to generate a discussion around:

· Fairness: The facilitator can use a personal or hypothetical example to generate discussions around justice and physical profiling. (For example: “I heard that a blond person stole my pencil, therefore you [blonde participants] must be stealing pencils and will be questioned and/or punished… Is this approach fair? Why/why not? What different approaches can we think of?”

· Rights and Responsibilities: "What rights do we / should we have – at home / at school / in the community? What would your ideal home/school/community environment look like? How would we treat each other? What rights would we have in these contexts?” Use these questions to guide discussion, research into civil rights (including children’s and adolescents’ rights), persuasive writing, and the creation of drawings, posters and/or manifestos. 

· Safety: "How do we stay safe - at home / at school / in the community? Who/what makes us feel safe? Who/what makes us feel afraid? How can we make others feel safe? Can we imagine/create a home/ school/ community/ world without fear? How/why not?” Use these questions to guide discussion, research into public policy, persuasive writing, and the creation of drawings, posters and/or manifestos.

Link:

Advice on creating a Oral History project in your school / community centre / youth group from the Oral History Society:  
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/
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