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Fighting SUS Learning Resource 


Bishopsgate Institute 

Black and Blue Publication 1981 


Archive Background

The Bishopsgate Institute was founded in Liverpool Street in 1895.  The original aims of the Institute were to provide a public library, public hall and meeting rooms for people living and working in the City of London. The Great Hall in particular was ‘erected for the benefit of the public to promote lectures, exhibitions and otherwise the advancement of literature, science and the fine arts'. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bishopsgate Institute's archival collection covers a variety of subject areas exploring the experiences of everyday people, and facilitating the study of history from below. Their collections focus on the history of social movements such as LGBT, Socialist, Trade Union, Anti-fascist, Feminist organising particularly in the city of London. 

Object Background 

This resource is a PDF scan of a publication produced by the Communist Party and was collected by the Bishopsgate Institute as part of their work collecting political ephemera to document the history of social movements in Britain.   

The publication consists of summaries of speeches given at a  conference on police and racism held in January 1981 and includes contributions from influential thinkers such as Stuart Hall and activists campaigning against the SUS law such as Basil Manning. The conference was held just months before the summer of 1981 when tensions erupted into uprisings and rioting across several major UK cities.  The events of this summer eventually led to the repeal of the SUS law and this publication offers a snapshot of the situation in Britain just before the ground breaking events of summer 1981 as different individuals describe their experiences and propose solutions to the growing problems of tension between the police and communities.  

Activity Ideas

1 Hold a Conference 

· In pairs or groups students can break down Black and Blue and summarise the viewpoint expressed in each article, the examples used to support the argument etc, these then being shared with the whole class (orally or visually) to create a kind of reconstruction of the conference. 

· Facilitators can choose one or two of the articles in the booklet to focus on and develop a session around one perspective.  This could be paired with one of the other oral history resources available on the Fighting SUS website. 
 
· Students could also use the layout of the publication to create their own conference about an issue which is important to them. Once they have selected their topic and argued their points, groups can each create a one page article which summarizes their argument. 

2 Different Voices

· The publication included writing by many different people with different opinions on policing and solutions to the issues they discuss.  Student can start with a close reading to identify and list all the different speakers at the conference.  They could research the background of some of the writers for instance Stuart Hall or Basil Manning and find out more about their lives.  


Note: This resource does contain descriptions of violence and language which may not be appropriate for younger groups.  



For more information on the Bishopsgate Institute and collections or to arrange a visit for your group see: 
https://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/
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On The Record would like to hear from youth workers, teachers, community facilitators who use these resources in their work.  Let us know your feedback by email: info@on-the-record.org.uk
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