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Note to facilitators:
As the materials in this resource pack address issues of racism and violence it is recommended that educators take some time to review and research before delivering them in a session. Therefore rather than provide set lesson plans, we detail a selection of activities which could be used in different settings and with different ages, depending on the needs and interests of your group. 


Introduction for Facilitators

These resources were developed to engage young people with contemporary human rights and social justice issues in the context of British history and are aimed at all levels from primary to post-16 settings.  Drawing on the history of law enforcement in the UK – from Victorian policing, to current controversies around the use of stop and search, alongside the rich history of British anti-fascist and anti-racist civil rights campaigns – young people will learn how individuals and organisations shaped the world we live in today.  Through engaging practically with archive materials young people will develop vital research and communication skills.  By engaging with history through individual testimony these resources will develop young people’s empathy and understanding for actors in the past.  

While the history of policing is well-documented, this project focuses on the often excluded voices of those who experienced events in the 1970s-90s, which brought about changes in the law through government enquiries such as the Scarman Report (1981) and Macpherson Report (1999).  These resources provide learners with a rare opportunity to engage with the overlooked stories of Black, community and anti-racist campaigning that is crucial to understanding this history and provide a unique insight beyond simple facts and figures. 

Project Background 

In England and Wales, the ‘SUS law’ became the informal name for section 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824 which permitted a police officer to stop and potentially convict individuals as ‘suspected persons.’ Section 4 was repealed in 1981 following uprisings in Brixton.

Fighting SUS was a youth led oral history project which researched the effects, significance and impact of the SUS law.  Participants interviewed individuals affected by the SUS law and conducted archival research.  One of the key aims of the young people involved was to share this history with other young people in schools, community centres, colleges and youth groups, in order to deepen understanding of an issue which they feel is vital to understanding modern Britain.  The archival documents, oral histories and activities in this pack were selected and informed by the research of the project team as materials which would resonate with young people. 
School and College Curriculum Links

The activities detailed in this resource pack could be used to reinforce and expand students’ learning in many curriculum areas, including academic courses looking at policing, for example:

· KS2 units on British history, Citizenship and Human Rights 
· KS3 units on British society post 1945
· GCSE History thematic units on crime, punishment and policing 
· GCSE History thematic units on migration 
· GCSE History depth studies on Britain post 1945
· GCSE Sociology units on crime 
· A Level Sociology, Law, Government and Politics, History 
The oral history accounts could be used in combination with Campaign against SUS/ Mangrove 9/ Newham 8/ Stephen Lawrence archive materials as a case study of:

· policing and the ‘second generation’ Black community 
· different forms of action and response and how effective they have been for individuals
· anti-racist activism in the 1970s and 1980s
Facilitators could use some or all of the resources to inform discussions with young people in Citizenship, PSHCE, and enrichment modules,  supporting students planning campaigns, and in the context of class discussions on issues of human rights, civil liberties, safety and fairness. 

Contemporary Links 

Sessions could be extended to inform learning about rights today in the context of increasing use of stop and search in the UK – students could engage in discussion around contemporary debates over police powers. 

Useful BBC report on the use of Stop and Search: https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/crime-and-deviance-video-a-bbc-report-into-stop-and-search

Practical training for young people in how to manage police interactions, using resources designed for young people at https://y-stop.org/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Government report on the use of Stop and Search 2008-2011 published 2016: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/do-initiatives-involving-substantial-increases-in-stop-and-search-reduce-crime-assessing-the-impact-of-operation-blunt-2


The Colour of Injustice: ‘Race’, drugs and law enforcement in England and Wales, Report from Release and LSE: 
https://www.release.org.uk/publications/ColourOfInjustice
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