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Fighting SUS Learning Resource 


George Padmore Institute 

Scrap SUS Campaign Publication 1978



Archive Background

The George Padmore Institute (GPI) is an archive, educational research and information centre housing materials relating mainly to the Black community of Caribbean, African and Asian descent in Britain and continental Europe.  

The GPI was set up in 1991 by a group of people connected with New Beacon Books, Britain's first Black publisher and bookshop. Since being established in 1966 New Beacon Books, led by its founder John La Rose, has worked closely with and supported many educational, cultural and political initiatives in the Black community and wider society in Britain and abroad.

Object Background 

This resource is a PDF scan of a publication produced by the Black People’s Organisations Campaign Against Sus (BPOCAS). The publication was collected by John La Rose who aimed to collect articles and publications concerning political and cultural trends between the 1950s-1980s, especially in the UK and Caribbean.

The publication consists of 3 pages of articles about the meeting at which the Campaign Against SUS was launched and news on cases involving the SUS law and other campaigns. 


Activity Ideas

1 Community Action 

The main function of this publication is to gather support for the Scrap SUS Campaign.  Students can start with a close reading of the leaflet – what were their aims? How did they propose to achieve these? Who was supporting them?

Students can analyse how effective the publication is – who is it aimed at and how does it try to interest readers in the campaign.  Students can identify different elements in the publication such as illustrations, personal testimonies, persuasive language, headlines, statistics and assess how effective, or not they are.   

Students can use the layout of the publication to create their own about an issue which is important to them. Once they have selected their topic, groups can create a three page handout which includes research and news articles on their issue, activities for people to get involved with and letters of support. 

2 Different Voices

The publication included writing by several different people and different testimonies as well as opinions on the use of the law.  Student can start with a close reading to identify as many different individuals as they can.  They could research the background of some of the writers for instance Paul Boateng or Basil Manning and find out more about their lives.  

The publication includes reference to a meeting of the United Black Women’s Action Group with their local MP Norman Atkinson so could be used as a link to Martha Osamor’s oral history resource. 




For more information on the George Padmore Institute and collections or to arrange a visit for your group see: 
https://www.georgepadmoreinstitute.org/
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On The Record would like to hear from youth workers, teachers, community facilitators who use these resources in their work.  Let us know your feedback by email: info@on-the-record.org.uk
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